ſures, Rewilings and Chure 
bemas, onthe den Fu 46nbtf 
putables in Chrill 
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Rom. XIV. 3. Let abot him which eaterb not 
bim that eateth, le E 4 bath received: | 
ok. IX. 347 55. 's [at 
that me. do Bin Fire to come down. 
and conſume them? But ht tutned 4 
ſaid, ye know not what 
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Harity in the Soul of Man is the very: N 4 
Picture of the God-head, taken as it 1 
ſtands in the faireſt Light. Wiſdom. EY 


and Holineſs, Power, Sovereignty and jacke 1 
are various Features of the Deity: They are: 
indeed his very Nature and Eſſence; yet the 
9 1 ture rather chuſes to expreſs, that 104-38, 
2 The beloved Diſciple that Jean'd'on; - 


+ 


* 


* 


"the 1 Boſom öf Jeſus, took peculiar Delight in 
the Contemplation of God, under this lara „ 
Ger. The other Glories of that, infinite eau. 
ty ſhine'with Awful Beams, and eommand mm © # 
43 everence: But methinks, 1 love to look up- 3 


1 


9 on ſo glorious a Being in his moſt condefcend- i 
ing Air, and to converſe with him in his mild N 
eſt and moſt i inviting Aſpect. Charity in Man s 4 
4 Grace of that luring Sweetneſs, that my pen 
would fain be attempting to ſya ſomething 3 in 


4 9% We 


5 -Fayour of it: I find a ſtrange Pleaſure in diſ- 
5 + _ Ccourſing of this Virtue, hoping that my very 
i Soul may be moulded into its Divine Likenefs. | 
T would always feel it inwardly warming my 
Heart, I would have it look thro' my Eyes 
continually, and | ſhould be ever ready upon 
EY my to ſoften every Expreſhon of my 
+. Tongue. I would dreſs my ſelf in it as my 
beſt Raiment. I would put it on upon my Faith 
and Hope, as an upper Veſture, conſtantly to 
appear in among Men. For the greateſt of 
III. EM 
Uncharitableneſs is a loathſom part of the 
Image of the fallen Angel: It is akin to the 
Hatred of God. For he that loveth not his Bro- 
ther whom he has ſeen, how oan he love God whom 
he has not ſeen? . He that hates his Fellow- | 
Chriſtian, and brings railing Accuſations againſt 
him for a Difference in little Opinions, how 
can he expect to be beloved of God, who be - 
holds in the beſt of us ſo many monſtrous 
P.oollies, and Guilt of a more aggravated Na- 
ture? Uncharitableneſs is a Vice attended with 
ſuch a Train of Miſchiefs, that I would ſet all 
1 my biggeſt Powers in Array to fight againſt it. 
Tis a Fountain of ſuch bitter Waters, that I 
would fain damm up the Spring, Tis aPlant of 
_ . fo poyſongus a Product, that I would dig deep 
and ſearch for the Roots, and tear up = oh 
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Fibres of i it, tho o they ind about my Heare- 7 WW. 
ſtrings. | * 4 

An Uncharitable Humonr f Fug hon Come 5+, 6 
_ theſe following Ca uſes. W 1 „ 


Fri, Froma malicious Conſtitution of Na- 25 
ture, an Acrimonious or a Cholerick Temper of 
Blood. There are ſome Animal Engines of . 
Human Fleſh, that have their Juices all ſowr'd 
in their very Formation; and there is an ill 
Ferment rais'd in ſuch Perſons at the Percep- 
tion of every Object, that is not juſt ſuited to 

their preſent Fancy and Inclination: And by 
the hard Laws of Union between Soul and + +»: 
Body in this our fallen State, the Spirit too 
often complies with the fretful Diſtempers of 1 
the Fleſn. There are but few that attempt to 7 
ſuppreſs the Ferment, and to reſiſt the an | 0 
Motions of the Animal; and of thoſe few that 
attempt it, ſcarce One in Ten is very ſuccesful: 
For tis a Work of Toil, and Difficulty, perpe- A 
tral Watehfulneſs and unceaſing prayer. This "| 1 
itt Humour mixes it (elf with Religion, as well. X40 
as with Civil Affairs. It diffuſes its Malignity _ © 3 
thro! all the Studies and the Manners of the 72 hy 
Man, and gives a viſible Tincture to his Not:. 
ons and his Practices. Furio can never cou- . "rl 
verſe about the calmeſt and moſt ſpeculative *' 
Points of Divinity, but his Indignation kindes 
againſt every different Opinion, his fiery Tem- 1 a 
per! N out 0s 4 and he beſtows 5 Þ 44 "2 , 
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| C 
his own Deportment the Honourable Names 
of ſhining Light and Burning Zeal. His pee- 
viſh and angry Paſſions are ſo blended with 
his Underſtanditgg, that hard Names are his 
beſt Arguments, moſt convincing to himſelf, 
tho' they are the juſt Scorn of the wiſe, ' He 
ſtabs his Brethren that differ from him to the 
Heart, with pointed Railing; and from an Aver- WW 
ſion to an Opinion riſes to an immortal Hatred 
of the Perſon, If our great Creator has unit- 
ed any of our Sonls to Bodies that arc leſs in- 
fected with this vicious Juice, we have Rea- 
ſon to adore his Sovereign Goodneſs, - _ 
Self-Love and Pride, and a vain Conceit of 
our own Opinions, is another Spring of un- 
charitable Carriages. Poor'fooliſh Mankind. 
is very prone to eſteem it (elf Wiſe and Know- 
ing, Little Laudillus who is almoſt always 
in the wrong, has much ads to perſwade him- 
ſelf, that he was ever capable of miſtaking. 
He ſecretly thinks all his Opinions to be Di- 
vine Traths, and therefore he is very laviſh in 
pronouncing Error and Hereſy upon every No- 
tion and Practice that differs from his own. 
Hie takes the Freedom to chuſe a Religion for 
himſelf, but he allows no Man beſides the ſame 
Liberty. He is ſure that he has Reaſon to diſ- 
ſent from others, but no, Man has Reaſon to 
diſſent from him. He ſets up for Infallibility 
without a Triple Crown, and fixes a See of Ec- 
eleſi iſtical Sovercignty on this Side the Water. 
Ea T e 
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and they become treacherons to their own 
Souls and to the Rights of Human Nature, 


by delivering up their Faith and Conſciences 


0 his Imperious Didates: Then the Man 


grows baughty,. ſurly and ſevere: In his in- 


flexible Juſtice he delivers up the humble and 
inquiſitive Chriſtian: unto Satan, becauſe he 
can't Iſſent and conſent io all and every Thing 

contain d in his Scheme; and he teaches perhaps 


his elder Brethren the; Doctrines and Diſci- 
pline of the: Goſpel, as Gideon did the Elders 
of Syccoth, with the Briars and Thorns of the 


Wilderneſs. -: 21 bee, $1 4 ca 
This Hateful Vice may be deriv'd from a 
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ſhew equal Reaſon or Revelation: And thus 
he proceeds to cenſure them as Mex of corrupt | 
Minde, mprobate concerning the Faith, and 
' Twiſting the Scriptures to their own Damnation, 
Cicero in his Treatiſe De natura Deorum, marks 
this Humour, and brands it, Veſtra ſolum legi- 
tis, veſtra amatis, cæteros cauſa incognita con- 
demmatis. But let you and I my Friend, who 
delight in Charity, let us converſe a little with 8 
Authors that differ from our preſent Opinions, 
and we ſhall ſee their Sentiments dreſt up ſo if 
planſibly, and ſet in ſo fair a Light, that might 
eaſily perſwade Men of ſincere Conſciences to 
embrace them; and this will prevent us from 
cenforious Thoughts concerning our candid if 
Adverſaries, and their Diſciples. There is 
ſcarce any Thing that enlarges the Mind more, 
and more diſengages it from narrow and felf- 
Th Principles than a free Converſe with the 
Virtuous and Ingenious of all Parties. There 
is a memorable Story to this Purpoſe, 'concern- i 
ing two Neighhours in an unſociable Town, 
who were always quarrelling about the private 
Meeting and the Pariſh-Chnreh: Both Places 
of Worſhip in that Ton were well ſupplied 
with Preachers of good Senſe and feriovs Re- 
ligion ; but each of em was the Subject of un- 
merciful Reproach between theſe two Neigh- 
bours, whenſoever they met, and their differ- 
ent Methods of Worſhip were mutually revit- 
ed; the one as FormY and Spiritleſs, the other 
Wc as 
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Jas Enthuſiaſtical and indecent: At laſt Pacifico 
their common Friend perſwaded them to hear 
each others Miniſter, and accompanied them 
both one Day to their different Aſſemblies; 
and they were both ſurpriz'd to hear the Goſ- 
pel preach'd with a due Degree of Decency 
and Fervour, both at Meeting and at Church : 
And tho' they continu'd ſtill to adhere to their 
own Party, as judging it in ſome Reſpects ſuit- 
ed beſt to their Edification; yet they maintain- 
ed hearty Friendſhip with eachother, and de- 


the quarrelſom Miſtake was re&ify'd by better 
Acquaintance: They lived many Years toge- 
ther in Peace; they compos'd the Animoſities 
of different Parties, that dwelt in the Town; 
they dy'd in perfect Charity, and left a Sweet 


ample. 
A Pourth Spring of Uncharitableneſs is, our 


Not ions eſtabHhHſh'd before-hand: And yet how 
common a Method, and how conſtant is this? 
Dizcion has long ago determin'd that Biſhops 
are ſuperior to Presbyters ; He has receiv'd 
| Ordination from Epiſcopa) Hands; and hopes 
one Day himſelf to be, capable of ordaining 
others. Thus while he is growing up towards 
the Mitre, he reads the Scriptures only to con- 
firm his determin'd Opinions. He * 
1 C an 


lightful Society in religious Conference: Thus 


Influence behind em, and an Honourable Ex- 


reading the Word of God with a whole Set of 


1 
3 
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1 
and torments many an unwilling Text, to 


make it ſpeak the Language of his own 
Paſſages that fa- 


thods of Miniſtrat ion; or ee he conſtraj, 
them to mean Epiſcopacy too : Every Word 
that he reads, hath a Dioceſan Aſpect ; and 
the firſt Verſe of Geneſis can prove Prelacy (for 
ought I know) as it has beenable heretofore 
to demonſtrate Papacy, when In principio cre- 
avit Deus cælum & terram, decided the Con- 
troverſy, and ſet the Pope above the Emperonr : 
For God made all Things from One Begin- 
ning, and not from Two. Synodias reads 
the Bible with a Presbyterian Glaſs, and Fra- 
trio with a Congregational Optick : They can 
find nothing there but their own Opinions, 
and wonder that Diæcion ſhould not ſee them 
too. Fratrio turns over the Scriptures with 
great Diligence and Meditation, and as often 
as he finds the Word Church there, he thinks 
of nothing but aCongregation of Faithful Men; 
as the Church of Jeruſalem, Alexandria, and 
Antioch are ſo many ſingle Congregations. - 
When Synodias meets the ſame Word in his 
Bible, he is often in the Midſt of an Aſſem- 
bly of Divines; and eſpecially when any Pow- 
er is attributed to the Church, he is ſure it 
muſt intend a Claſſis Gf Presbyters, or Conſi- 


ſtory of Blders. When the ſame Word falls 


under the Eye of Diecion in his Courſe, of 


reading the New Teſtament, he cannot ima- 
gine any 
All his Churches are of ſhould be as big as 


when poor Parochianus the Maſon finds Lei- 
ſure to read a Chapter, and lights upon the 
Mention of a Church in it, he thinks immedi- 
ately of a tall Stone-Building with a Steeple. 
upon it, a Bell or Two, and a Weather-cock. 
I might give the like Inſtances of many other 
Terms and Expreſſions in Scripture, to which 
Men have unalterably fix'd their ſeveral diffe- 
rent Ideas, and rais'd Conſequences from them, 
and interpret the Word of God by them, with- 


| mable to the Senſe in which the Scripture uſes 

thoſe Expreſſions: And then *tis no Wonder 
that their Schemes of Eccleſiaſtical Government 
are ſo different : And yet each of theſe pre- 
poſſeſs'd Opiniators think their own Expoliti- 
oh of the Text ſo evident, that they chide the 
Perverſeneſs of all other Men, as tho' they 


like a Perſon of a fretful Conſtitution, whoſe 
Eyes are alſo ting'd with the Jaundice, he quar- 


Colours of Prejudice 


Thing is meant ſhort of a Dioceſs: 


out enquiring whether their Ideas are confor- 


__ 


Counties or Shires. And I might add, that 


Tels with every Man that he meets, becauſe he 
WIL not conſent to call all Things yellow. 
Thus by the falſe Light of Affection in which , 
| they "behold ſome beloved, Texts, and their 
Negligence of all others, or at leaſt by the 
that they throw upon 


- 
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thority of God. Mt 
But when a Man takes a Bible into his Hand 
without a pre-conceived Scheme in his Head, 
and tho' he miy make uſe of Syſtems to ſecure 


* 


himſelf from Inconſiſtencies, yet he puts them 


not in Place of the Holy Scriptures, but reſolves 
to form his Body of Divinity by the New Te- 
ſtament, and derive all his Opinions and Practi- 


ces thence; he will then find ſo many Expreſ- 
ſions that ſeem to favour the ſeveral contend- 
ing Parties of Chriſtians, that in ſome Points 
he will perhaps be tempted to doubt of all 
Opinions, and ſometimes have much ado to 


ſecure himſelf from the Danger of Eternal 
Scepticiſm: When in any doubtful Point his 
Judgment is led to a Determination, tis always 


with great Caution, and by ſlow Degrees: 
He is not carried by Violence to any dogmati- 


cal Concluſion; he is modeſt in his Aſſertions, 


and gentle towards all whoſe Judgment and 


; "IS 


Conſcience have determin'd them another May, 

becauſe he met with ſo many probable Argu- 
ments on their Side, in the Time of his Dubata- i 

tion and Inquiry, that had almoſt fix d his Opt- 


nion the ſame Way too. - 


them, each triumphs in his own Sentiments, 
and pronounces the Apoſtles and Prophets of 
his Side, Then he lets fly many a ſharp Inve- 
ive againſt all the Men that preſume to op- 
poſe him; for in his Senſe they oppoſe the A- 
poſtles themſelves, and fight againſt the Au- 


(Gn ) 
If I may ** permitted to ſpeak of my belt. 1 
might acquaint the World with my own Ex- 
ience. After ſome Years ſpent in the Pe- 
ruſal of Controverſial Authors, and findin 
them inſufficient to ſettle my Judgment and 
Conſcience in ſome great Points of Reli ion, 
II reſolv'd to ſeek a Determination of my 
nd Thoughts from the Epiſtles of St. Paul, nd eſ- 
d, pecially in that . Doctrine of Juſtißca- 
re ¶ cation: I perus'd his Letter to the Romans in 
m the Original, with the moſt fixed Meditation, 
es ¶ laborions Study, and importunate Requeſts to 
e- God, for ſeveral Months together: Firſt with- 
ti- N out conſulting any Commentator, and after- 
eſ- WMwards call'd in the Aſſiſtance of the beſt Cri- 
d- Iticks and Interpreters. I very narrowly ob- 
ats Wſcrv'd the daily Motions of my own Mind: I 
all found it very hard to root out old Prejudi- 
to ces, and to eſcape the Danger of new. Ones: 
al WI met with ſome Expreſſions of the Apoſtle. 
his that ſway'd me towards one Opinion, and 
ys Mothers that enclin'd the Ballance of my 
s: Thoughts another Way; and twas no eaſy. 
ti- Matter to maintain my Judgement in an equal 
ns, Poiſe, till ſome Juſt and Weighty Argument 
gave the Determination: z ſo many croſſing 
"i Notions, perplexing - [Difficulties and ſeeming 
u- Repugnances lay in my Way, that I moſt hear- 
ty bleſs the Divine Goodneſs that enabled 
5 at laſt to ſurmount them all, and eſta- 

0 - bliſhd my Judgment and Conſcience in gh 
7, 480%, 
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POETRY fy ©} Cl EPS, 
glorious and forſaken Doctrine of the Juſtiſi- 
cation of a Sinner in the Sight of God, by the 
Imputation of a perfect Righteouſneſs which 
is not originally his own. From my own Ex- 
periment I can eaſily gueſs what confounding 
Intricacies of Thought others paſs thro” in 
their honeſt Searches after Truth. Theſe 

Conflicts did exceedingly enlarge my Soul, and 
ſtreteh'd my Charity to a vaſt Extent. I ſee, 
I feel, and am aſſur'd that ſeveral Men may 
be very fincere, and yet entertain Notions in 
Divinity, all widely different. Iconfeſs now 
and then ſome Opinions,or ſome unhappy Oc- 
currences are ready to narrow and confine my 
Aﬀettions again, if I am not watchful over 
my ſelf; but I pray God to preſerve upon my 
Heart a ſtrong and laſting Remembrance of 
thoſe Days and thoſe Studies, whereby he laid 
within me the Foundation of ſo broad a Cha- 


rity, 


© Fifthly. Another Cauſe of Uncharitable- 
neſs is a Want of Reflection on the Grounds of 
our own Opinions. We ſhould be more juſt 
to onr ſelves, and more gentle to others, if we 
did but impartially review the Reaſons why 
wie firſt embrac'd our ſeveral Principles and 
Practices. Perhaps *twas Education determind 
moſt of them, then let us chide our ſelves ſe- 
verely for building upon ſo careleſs and ſlight 
2 Bottom: Or let us be civil to the greateſt 
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Perſons whom we reverence or love; then 
we ſhould not upbraid our Neighbours that 
have been influenced into different Sentiments 
by the ſame Springs. Perhaps we have felt 
Intereſt ſometimes ready to byaſs our 
Thoughts and give us a ſecret Inclination or 
Averſion to a Party; Let us then pity the 
Frailty of Human Nature, and have Compaſ- 
ſion upon Men whoſe Judgments are expos d to 
ſo mean a Bribery, and ſometimes have been 
warp'd aſide from the Truth. Or figally, per- 
haps deep Meditation, a daily Search into Scrip-; 
ture, and fervent Prayer were the Methods by 
which we purſu'd Knowledge, and eſtabliſh's: 
our Principles upon ſolid Reafon, Let us then 
be ſo charitable to thoſe whom we contend. 
with, as to ſuppoſe they ſought after Truth 


Pine ſame Way, and then our Contentions will 
\ have leſs of Fire and Spleen in them, leſs. of 
7 Clamour and Indignation againſt thoſe that dif- 


fer from us. The true Reaſon why. we kindle our 
anger againſt our Chriſtian Brethren that are 
not intirely of our Party is becauſe we not on- 

y have the Vanity to fancy our ſelves always 
in the Right, and them in the Wrong; but we 
judge their Conſciences and their Sincerity too, 
hat they did not come honeſtly and an by 


a 


part of Mankind, who came by all their Prin- EL 
ciples the ſame Way. Perhaps we were led © 
into particular Notions by the Authority of 
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their Principles, while we never conſider how 
we our ſelves came by our own. 

But there are ſtill more Ways to arrive at 
this Uncharitable Temper: I muſt proceed 
to Sixthly; which is a common Method, and 
thus to be performed. If we will but trace the 
Principles of thoſe that diſſent from ns thro 
all the Length of remote and feeble Confe- 
quences, and be ſure to find ſome terrible Ab- 
furdity at the End of them, we ſhall not ea- 

fily maintain our Charity. O how often do we 
put their Opinions upon the Rack! we torture 
every Joynt and Article of them, till we have 
forc'd them to confeſs ſome formidable Errors 
which their Authors never knew or dream'd 
of: Thus the Original Notions appear with a 
frightfal Aſpect, and the Sectators of them 
| bo to be the Object of our Abhorrence, and 
have forfeited their Right to every Grain of 

our Charity. Evangillo believes that Chriſt 
Jeſus has compleatly anſwer'd the Demands 
of the Law in Order to our Juſtification, and 
that in the Room and Stead of all Believers, 
Nominens hears this Doctt ine, and thus begins 
his Chain of ſevere and falſe Deductions; then 
(faith he) the Law has no Power to demand 
Obedience of us, then we are not to be charge d 
with Sin; tho we break the Law hourly and 
profanely; then we may contemn all the Com- 
mands, ſport with the Threatnings, and defy 
GodtheLaw-giver and the Avenger. He PR 

| ceeds 
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and tho be were an Angel 


et dc deen f N 
ed eee and in the Name of the Lord 
delivers him up to Satan, that he may learn not 


| to blaſpheme. Evangillo on the other Hand 


(who has been well Anſtructed in the Way of 
Sal vation, and has lèarn'd the Duties of Faith 
and Hope, but is not yet fo well improv'd'in 
the Charity of the Goſpel) hears Nomintus 
preaching up Repentance and ſincere Obedi- 
ence, as the Conditions or ourJuſtification and 
Acceptance with God to Eternal Life: He 
ſmites his Breaſt- with his Hand, and cries, 

ſurely this Man knows no Uſe of Chriſt in our 
Religion, he makes void his Righteouſneſs _ 
and his Death, he is a meer Legaliſt, a Papiſt, 

a rank Socinian, he preaches another” Goſpel, 

from Heavcn let hin 
"Thos when Men dreſs up their 


be accuſed. 


Neighbours in alt the ſtrain d Conſequences ., 


of thei? Opinions, with a Malicious Pleaſure 
ney Lomi e this Thread of Argument, they 
rid Concluſions which can never be 


5 — from their Doctrines, and never leave 
the Purſuit till they have puſſi d each other to 


Blaſphemy and Damnation. 

. Whereas if the DoQrines and the Perſons 
now mentioned were put into the Ballances of 
Truth and Charity, perhaps the Principles of 
Evanglo would be found to have moſt Weight 
of e on their Side, and Nonrineus more 


D 
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of the fair Shews of Reaſoning: . 1 
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e 7 
the one would be found to throw Chriſt out o 
his Religion, not the other to make void the 
Law: And both of their Lives would appear 
ſhining in Holineſs, but that they want the 
bright Garments of Charity, | |, +. 

Let me name a Seventh Spring of this Un- 
tharitable Humourz and that is, when we mag · 
nify Circumſtantial Differences into Subſtanti- 
al ones, and make every Punctilio of our own 
Scheme a Fundamental Point, as tho” all the 
Law and the Prophets hung upon it, as tho 
it were the Ground and Pillar of all the Trach WM | 
in the Goſpel, Crucius will not allow his diſ- | 
ſenting Neighbour to be a Member of the Chri- 
ſtian Church, becauſe he ſeperates from the 
Modes of Worſhip in the Church of England; 
he can't believe him to be a Friend to Chriſt. 
 crucifyed becauſe he refuſes to have his Child 
 baptiz'd with the Airy Sign of the Croſs. Again 

Ahe diſſenting Neighbour pronounces Cracius to 

5 he a meer Formali pre, to have nothing of = 

Spirit of God in bim, becauſe heſgeks not much 

to obtain the Gifts of the Spirit, and ſcarce ever 

aAaqrxeſſes himſelf to God in Prayer without the 
Aſſiſtance of a Form. Sabhaptes that lives wnh- 
3 80 them 5 ill Ee bel . 
they We been plung d under Water, 

i. e.) in his Senſe they were never baptiz d: 


And both of them in Requital agree to cal 
FSahhaptes a Jew becauſe he woxſhips only.on a 


ati 7. 1 4 * 7 . PT, 
a looks down hre all heir r Hearts, nn 

owns them all fot 1 Childhen and 15 Dit 4.68 
. ples of his Son, tho” they ate not yet percent „ 
; n Love. They have alt one common Go Nö 
X and Father, one Lord Jeſtis, one Faith, one 
5 Spirit of Praye = op gel, tho' they quar- 
| rel ſo birterly about mes, and Modes, and 


Fotms. 
ourkabitihls: practice to think 


Is very 
that a Man can never journey ſafely to Heaven 
unleſs his Hat and Shoes be of the fame Colour 
with ours, unleſs he tread the very Track of 
our Feet, and his Footſteps too be . the ſame 
Size, © Tis a cenſorions and perverſe Fancy to 
ronounce a Man no Chriſtian becauſe every 
Thought of his Soul, and all the Atoms of his 
Brain are nor juſt rang d in the ſame 5 I 
with mine. How idiculoufly unreaſonable 
| it for a Man of brown Hair to ſhut his Brother 
out from the Rank and Species of Men, and 
call him an Ox or a Lion becauſe his Locks 
ate black or yellow. I am perſwaded there is 
a Breadth in the tiarrow Road to Heaven, and 
Perſons may travel mere than Seven a Bteaſt oe: 
in it: And c do hot trace preciſely the 25 
ſame Track, yet aff f6ok to the fame Saviour 
Je and a 7 — at the fame Common Sal: 
ation: And tho their Names may be croſs' d — 4 
ont of the Records 8 a particular cha t, 5 
. art A 
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, " Earth, where Charity fails, vet they will be 
ſound written. in the Lamb's Book of Lie, 

which is 2 Record of Eternal Love, 11 

for ever be joy : 
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in his own Hands, ſo, they to maintain the 
Pa Tara rig, . |< 


Pofk Noda, metas ; 
putation they: had cquird a their own 
Set. But an How Vide d6 hey thipk ot tho 
Wounds that Jeſus the Lord receives by ever 
ry. bitter Reproach they caſt on his Followers! 
Nor will it be 1 a ſuſſicient Reaſon for the 
perſecution of them one Day, that they did not 
conform to Human Inventions. The Janſeni: 
in France have made ſome Reformation in the * 
Doctrines of Popery, and they have been ſomes 
timestraduc' d for approaching the Tents of Cal- 
vin: They have been in Dangerof being degra- 
ded and loſing their SpiritualDighities, and they 
are puſh'd on by this Fear end Ambition, 
1 wu at Soy Jong: ſome - ſevere 9 
4 gainſt the Cal , to ſhew that themſelves 
3 4 true Sons of that uncharitable Church f 
Nane. Sicco hs lately departed from a BM: * 
% Society, and he hardly thinks himſelf 


5 


_ If ſufficiently come out of the's Water, till he is 
Kindled into a Flame againſt all thoſe that bap-- 
by Immerſion; he rails at his former Bre- 

> ny to make the Precbyterian and Independents 
Churches believe that he is a true Convert: 9 
How art thou miſtaken poor Sicco, to attempr'' + — 45 
this Method of careflingthy newAcquaintance? | - 
For they had rather receive a Baptiſt into their , * 
'Fellowſhip, whoſe Faith and Holineſs are con- 
ſpienous in his Life than open their Deorsto 
an uncharitable Wretch that proves his Con?sn 
je only. * che Change of an Ss, „ 


old in Malice a 


MM 


yd pn cho ebe "cd 15 the 


allows a Chriſtian Liberty to . 


come an Eccleſiaſtic in a more gowerful and 
ſplendid Church: He never puts a Volume in- 
to the Preſs without Sowrneſs and hard Word: 
in it, againſt the Society which he has forſak, 
en: His Pen is dipt in Gall daily, and he "_—_—_ 
'Cenſure : Tis Pity uld 
ſo tar expoſe the Church to which he now be- 
longs, as to think that ſhe will eſteem him a 
- more dutiful Son, by how much the lefs Cha- 
rity he has for his diflenting Brethren. And! 
am ſorry alſo, that there ſhould be a Church 
in Europe which has devoted Chriſtians to the 
Devil 1 for little Differences, and has ex _ 
them to tedious and ſhar p Sufferings for refuſing 
to Foy to pa 32 * Geſtures in Work 
an Airy Signs, for wea a ſhort Garment: 
in Pra Ming Place of pres one, or black 
_ inſtead: of white z and ſome of het Sons have 
del ighted to execute theſe Cenſures, when 
they have found much Gain ariſing from this 
ſevere Godlineſs. I could wiſh "he had al 
ways exercis'd the ſame Charity to weak Con 
ſciences that ſhe does to ſlender Purſes; for ſhe 
" Beneficed 


Men and Curates, not being to provide 
themſelves long Gownr, that v1 2 may go in foort 
Ones. ? : 
© The moſt common Cauſe of Uncharitable- 
nels, * the Laſt I ſhall mention, is, That a 


great 
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stetes et our holy Rell+ 
gion, Fake ther Heads the chief $eat- of . 
and ſcarce ever ſuffer it to deſcend and warn 
their Hearts. Jeſus the Saviour has been diſ- 
cover'd to them in a good degree of outward 
t, but has never been reveal in them 

with power, nor their Souls changed by — 
ine Grace into the Image of the G 
While they boaſt of their Orthodox Faith they 
forget their Chriſtian Love, Stellio has ſtuce 
his Brain all over with Notions, and fancys: 
his higher Sphere ſufficiently illuminated for” 
the Conduct of Mankind, that's round about 
him, and beneath him: But this Set of Noti - 
ons is like a Winter- night overhung with Stars; 
bright and ſhining, but very at Natura 

Affections have no Room in his Soul, tis too 17 
auch Spiritualiz d with Opinions and Do? 
grines. His Divinity, lies all in his Under- 
ſtanding, and the common Dutys of Humanity 
ſcarce ever employ his Tongue or his Hands 
ta Man does but proſeſs every. Tittle of his 
Creed, and believe Faſt as Stellio believes, ie 
is declared fit far Holy Communion; and ij 
he will but diſpnte warmly for the hard Words 5 
that diſtin gailh his Scheme, and can pronounce - 
hibboleth 3 he ſhall not be adjudgd to 
Death or Damnation, but ;joyn'd heartily: to 
the Fellowſhip of the Saints, ag his, flaming 
Immoralitys mites en him a Son of Satan: 
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nice was of the Controverſies o Pie nity than 
the beſt of our Profeſſors and Doctors have 
arriv d at; but his Pride and Malice ate Chain 
of Darkneſs, and make a Devil of him in 
ſpight of his Knowledge: Let Hellio affeck 
too nzar a Reſemblance to Lucifer, that fallen 
Sow of the Morning, Vices that are odious to 
Humane Nature, and wild Licentiouſneffes of 
a bitter Tongue which deſtroy all civil Soci- 
ety, arevery little Faults in his Opinion, when 
— into th Ballance with Orthodoxy and 
Zeal. If my Converſation among Men be 
blameleſs and honourable, „If my Practice 
conſiſt of Virtue and piety, If I profeſs a 
ſolema Faith in Chriſt the Eternal Son of 
God, that dyd to mike a true Attonement 
for the Sins of Men, and teſtifie my unfeigned 
Subjection to him, and declare the Grounds 
of my Hope; yet I maſt not be admitted 
to the (pectat parts of Worſhip where Srellis 
preſides, becauſe I am 'not arrived at his 
b — of Light, and differ from his Expreſſi- 
ons a little, when I explain the Words Juſt ii 
cation and the Covenant, His Lips are ever 
55 of De qe and Ke gt; pu he 
1rangya2s copiouſly upon the moſt affecting 
Points of our 3 he talks much of the 
amizing Coadeſbbylions of Divine Mercy, and 
of the Kindneſs and Love of God our Saviour | 
towards Man; but it has not yet taught him | * 
Lay to bis Fellow-Creatutes nor Kindneſs 


towards 
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do his Brethren, . reverted ih Dit 
of Chriſtianity: which: St. Paul deſcribes; * 


ſpeaks eil of all Men but his on Party, he is 


2 Brawler and ungentle, ſhewing meekneſ; unto 
none ; and while he pretends rhet the Grace of 
God whith brings Salvation has | appeared "unto 
him, he live- it; in malice and envy, and wears 
the viſible CharaQers of the Men of Heathen: 
iſm; hateful and hating one another, 2 Tit. 11, 
12. 3 Ti. 2, 3, 4. He flouriſhesand enlarges 
noon the gracious Qualities of. our Redeemer, 
great High-Prieft, who is rouch'd with the 
felt of our * Infirmitiess yet himſelf has not 
learnt from ſo glorious an Example to have 
compaſſion on them that are ignorant and out f 
the way; but rather being exalted in bis 'own 
Knowledge, he condemns his weak Brother th 


beriſb, for whom Chriſt died. Take thy Bible, 


O vain Man, and read a few Lines in he Sth 
Chapter of St. Pauls Epiſtle to Corinth, Know- 
ledge" puſfeth up, but Charity edifieth ; and if any. 
Man think that he knoweth any thing , he know- 
eh nothing yet as he onght to know; butt if any 
Man love 4, the fame is known of bim.” And 
St. John will aſſure thee, That he thut loveth 


75 his Brother knoweth not God, and i if 4 May 


I love God and bateth bis Brother, he i a I; ar. 
1 John 4. 8, 20 

Tet let not any think that k e Cha- 
rity: fo high as to place it in the room of 
Knowledge and Faith, or to make it a felf- 


ſufficient Ground for our Admittance i into Hea- 
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von at laſt # Nor can I ſuppoſe it alone to be 
, a ſufficient Plea for a Reception into any viſi- 
ble Church of Chriſt on Earth. A Confeſſion 
of the Name of Jeſus, a Declaration of m. 
Perſonal Faith or Truſt in him, together with 
a ſolemn Dedication of my ſelf unto the Lord 
may be juſtly required of me by that Chri- 
ſtian Society into which I deſire Admittance, 
In default of theſe the biggeſt Inſtances of Cha- 
rity will pever,conſtitute me a Chriſtian: 
cept ye believe that I am he, ſaith our Saviour, 
\ Je ſhall die in your fins. John 8. 24. If 4 Man 
ſtrive for a prixe, yet is be not crowned wnleſy he 
. firive lawfully ; (i. e.) according to the Methoc 
preſcribed in the Goſpel, the Knowledge and 
the Faith of the Son of God, 2 Tim. 2. 5. and 
the Sentence of our Lord is dreadful and pes 
remptory. He that believeth not ſhall be damn. 
/ ed, Mark 16. 16. With the Heart Man believes 
unto righteouſneſs,and with the month confeſſion is 
| made unto Salvation, Rom. 10. 10. But with⸗ 
out Charity my Faith can never be true, for it 
muſt be ſuch « Faith as worketh by Love, and 
diſcoversit ſelf by all the * the Spirit, 
Langeſuffering, Gentleneſs, Goodneſs, Meek- 
meſs, Temperance, Gal. 5, 6, 2%. 
Thus far have we traced the Vice of Uncha- 
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ritableneſs upwards in its ſeveral Springs and 
Cauſes,” Now, if my Reader is not quite out 
of Breath, I would ask him to take another 
Tauen with me, and walk down to a ſhort Sur- | 
| Es 3 TORS 
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vey of it aaa FF W we m ỹ 
be more warmly animated to purſue this 
qaity to the Death: If it were poſſible, we 
would leave it neither Root nor Branch Nanie ; 
or Memory in the Chriſtian World. 
The firſt and moſt obvious Miſchiefs 1 meet 
with amongſt Chriſtians of anuncharitable Hu- 
moùr, are the conſtant Diſquiet « of their own 
Spirits, the Vexation they give their Neigh- 
bours, the Injury they do to their own Edifi- 
cation, and to t 8 of all that con 
verſe with them. ingulario has a Set of No- 
tions and Rules whereby he adjuſts his own _ 
Creed and his Practice; and whatſoever he 
hears in Religious Conference! or in publick 
Duty that does not preciſely ſquare to his 
Model, diſquiets his Ears, Ailteliſhes with his 
Taſt, diſturbs his Conſcience; and thus pre- 
vents all the Benefit that his Soul 22 77 receive 
from the Diſcourſe, or Worſhip, I grant it 
very lawful for a Man to be diſguſted with a 
Sermon, where the greateſt part is ſpent in 
Notions conitgary to his Judgment, and dreſt 
up in Language very foreign to his uſual way * 
of Converſe about Divine Things; this is 
ſhocking to the Spirit of the beſt of Chriſtians, 
ind the Conſcience is ſo nauſcated with the 
largeſt part of the Entertainment that his Soul 
cannot be nouriſhed, and tis proper for him 
to fotbear Attendance upon fich a Preacher. 
aa chuſe one - ſuired to the Temper 1 
1 i is * 
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8 Spirit. Bot Seele 1 an Aver- 

ſion to a whole Hour's Diſcourſe, becauſethere 

were. three Sen ences of a ſtrain different from 
his Opinion. He reaps no Bleſſing from a ger- 
mon of 2 — Compoſure, of Divine Mate- 
rials, of an Evangelick . and juſt Method, 
becauſe there's one Ex preſſion in it that is the 

Chatacteriſtick of another $e&, Ne ſits uneaſy | 
under a noble Diſcourſe of Juſtification or ot 
0 bereauſe (it may be) the Miniſter doth 
| 270 the | Terms Inputed, Meritorious, Cond 
E: ; Inſtrument g and 0 f the. 
* _ tortur'd. Words of Noiſe and Party, I will 
| 


indeed commend a Preacher that is always aff- 
_ ecting to gol: his own Opinions, and for 
ever piding himſelf in ambiguous Language, 
and that in Points of Moment, thereby to 
maintain "4 everlaſting Applauſe of all ſides; 
But I muſt chide Singularis for the wry Faces 
1 he makes at 1. when he hears but 4 Wem 
Bs or two of contrary Sound, or when his Ears 
miſs and long for a Sett of darling Phraſes, 
Three Tears ago I was: in Company witk 

Achariſſa, a ſowre old Chriſtian of a very nar- 
to Spirit, ang gave her a gentle Admenition 

T for thoſrequent Reproaches ſhe caſt on the Mis | 
naꝛiſters of Chriſt that did not preach £xaly 
according, to her Humour; I blamed that petu- 

op lant Liberty which ſhe. took withall her Neigh. 
bdbours and. Acquaintance,., to.cenſure;[thew | 
* A 4a for n e e 
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that valuable Sermon of the! | Reverend: ' "I 
Tillorſon againſt Evil-ſpeaking 31; big could —&—= 
vot per ſwade her to peruſe thoſe-few! Pages, _ * 


not only betauſe of thut ſirong Propenlity ne 
had to — of Others, but becanſe twas- #7 
the Work of an Arch-Biſbop; which (oft, of E- 

-Office, ſaid ſhe, is a meet Humane | 3 
« and the Scripture knows it not. 4 


hath ever given up the Conduct of her 88 to : 
the Curate of her Pariſh, and after many Tears " 
Attendance on his Miniſtry, in great Security 
of Conſcience is well affur'd that ſhe ſhall go 
to Heaven at laſt. Perhaps by ſome terrible ; I 
Providence, or by ſome plain Word of 0 

ture ſhe is awaken d to a' deep and /frightfy 
Senſe of Sin, and Danger of Eternal L. 6 
She is viſited by the Curate, and tho he faith „ 
ſome good things to her, yet ſhe finds nat tube 
Way of Peace. A kind Neien dout recen. 8 
mends to her ſome Book of Conſolation writ > 
ten by 2 Diſſenter, bat ſhe refuſes the Book 4 
and the Comfort at once, leſt ſne ſnould be 
guilty of chat damuable Sin of Separxtien from 
— — How eat ever, ſaid-ſhe, ex- 98 
9 @ choiReacs: of God from the pen of 2 
iſmatickꝰ And thus endures the Racks of 
Conſcience — hr ng 22 


of 


wretched Influence of this Vige 
neſs upon 


be met wich in the World; Nitideli wears 
his Hair Three Inches below his Shoulders, 
and 'tis ever well beautified with Powder: He 
frequently eats of a Diſh of Food where Blood 


* 


by it, and beſtow'd 3 Strains 
of Reſpect upon 


once I ſaw his Colour change, his Spirits fink, 


in his Soul under that Sermon muſt needs be 


<<; preächer is no Miniſter of Chriſt. O the 
ofUncharitable- 
feeble and deluded Souls! It proceeds 
ſo far at laſt as to make Perſons ſcrupulous of 
attending upon any Ordinance, leſt the Admi- 


niſtrator ſhould not be a Man exactly of their 


Sta 


mp. - Thus their Hearts are vex'd with ever 
laſting 


Diſquiet, for they can hardly hear a 


Pain, but the Cauſe lies in his on Fleſh. 


There are other Inſtances of this Kind t. 1 


is One of the Ingredients, and he often takes 
half a Pint of re 
maintains ſerious Reli 
But Cen ſorina cannot 


yo with him iu the ſpe- 


dal Ordinances of Workhip. | n is a Shame 


Pa 


fes ho much Light and Love was kindled 

in his He 

the Miniſter : But Presbicolo 
i Cfaid 1)“ This Man never had the Hands of 

4 a Biſhop or Elder laid upon his Head: At 


ak ? pg 
ah «a Aa a oa 


andhe concluded that all the Divine Affections | 
counterfeit, ** becanſe now I know (ſaid he) the 


ds „% r a © Pam 


Prayer, or an Exhortation, bat they find ſome Þ 
Offence in it; like a Man with a Thorn in his 
Hand: arharfbever he takes hold of gives hien 


220 


Wine to his own Share: He 
ion at Home and abtoad: 


2 


e, * 1 i 
ip © 


* for him (ſhe cries) to wear long Hair g he is 
* a Wine-bibber, and- he abſtains not from 
* Blood; nor can I be reconciled to him upon 


any Terms, unleſs he retrench theſe horrible 


gardleſs of the Peace of his Fellow-Chriſtian, 
and ſcorns her little Clamours, rather than en- 
deavours by Gentleneſs or Complyance to ſa- 


tisſie or remove them. Nom walkeſt thox not 
charitably, O Nitidelli, for thou grieveſt thy Si. 
fter with thy Me 


it and Garments, for whom 
Chriſt dyed. But T would fain have Cenſorine 
learn alſo zhat the Kingdom of God is not Meat 
and Drink, but Righteouſneſs and Peace, and Foy 
in the Holy Ghoſt. Both of you therefore - ought 
to follow after the Things which make for Peace, 
and Things wherewith one may edifie another.. 

Nor is this Miſchief confin'd to ſingle Per- 


KW ſons: it makes a farther Progreſs ſtill, and in- 


fe&s the Neighbour and Acquaintance. Every 
Monday in the Evening Crites fits at the Head 


of a Club that meet together to arraign and ſen- 


tence the Sermons of the foregoing Day. Did 
+ you mark, my Friends, ſuch an Expreſſion un- 
der the Fourth Head?, It ſounded harſu in my 


Ears. Surely the Man is not Orthodoxy praß 
68 - acquaint your Families of the Danger of his 
* Opinions, and forbid their Attendance; Tru- 
{ 1y,replies Momion, he inſiſted ſo much on the 
J)! . of RO... 
— — — —— —— 5 — 1 


Kom. 14. 155 17, 19. 
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2 e „ r 
0 of his Hour-Glaſs for the Duties of the Goſ· 
«. pely I fear he's a Spralapſari an, my Spirit 
6 « riſes againſt him, and I muſt warn my Ac- 
hy intance of ce CT 

: in Company ns to farmiſe that his | 
nils are not good: © I have heard an ill Story 

+ of a Preacher not long fince, ſaith he, and 

| 10 ſurel this muſt be the Man? And then he 
in a direct Oppoſition to the Grace * 
ln gy, hr by St. Pant, #: 

1 Cor. 12. 5: Ti: 3. I eafily believe n 

all chat is evil of him ; Fm provok d at I f 
* c him; I hope no Good from bins I cannot l. 


» - 1A bear his Pr iples; I cannot endure his Per- WW © 
4 * ſon; and I ſhould rejoyce in the ſeaſonable . 


a © Death of ſuch an Antinontian as this is. Thus 
does the Root of Bitterneſs ſpring up into wide 

Branches, it bears poyſonons Fruit, and ma- 

wm Souls are troubled. Bleſſed be God who of 


SS - late Years begins to purge out this ſowre Les. 
Ven from amongſt us, 
* The next pernicious Effect L take Notice off 
1 8 8 is, that an uncharitable Carriage brings a de | 


and Blemiſh upon Chriſtianity, ren 
Guilt and Scandal of Heatheniſm: Tis the 
Character of the (Gentifes indeed, that they 


24 hateful n hating one ne avdter, | ue not 
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ſhip, which they pal to their Gods. There 


were no Civil Wars proclaim'd, not Courts of 
Inquiſitionere&ed amongſt them upon this Ac- 
count, tho' their Controverſies about Divine 
Things were not trivial, and they differ'd wide: 
ly in the very Foundations of Religion; and 


as an ingenious Author expreſſes himſelf on 


this Subject, Tho' Poets have made the Gods en- 
ter into Facłions and Quarrels for Common- 
wealths, yet Common-mwealths never did the ſame 


for their Gods: But if the Heathens had been 
never ſo much inrag'd, and quarrel'd never ſo 


fiercely for the Sake of Opinions, and Forma- 


lities; ſtill they were almoſt infinitely more ex- 


cuſable than Chriſtians can pretend to be; For 
the very Doctrines of moſt of their Sects permit 
Revenge ; and they have many a bloodyPrinci- 
ple amongſt them. But Chriſtianity is the moſt 
mild, the moſt gentle, and the moſt peaceable 
Religion: Nevera Doctrine was taught amobgſt 
Mankind, that hath ſo much of Love and Sweet - 
neſs in it. Never a Syſtem, or Rule of Duties, 
wherein Meekneſs and Candor, Charity and 
Compaſſion are ſo preſcribed, and inforced. Ne- 
ver was there a Religion inſtituted by God drt 


invented by Men, with ſo much Goodneſs in 


the Heart and Soul of it, or ſo many Charms 


and Amiableneſſes in the Face. Tis built up- 


on the Foundation of God's Eternal and Un- 
changeable Love. Twas Love that aſſum'd 
Human Nature, and became the great f a 

phet 
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phet and Teacher of it, and the Spirit of Love 
in our Heafts is its Vital Spring within us: Tis 
Divine Love dwelling in Fleſn, hanging upon 
a Croſs, bleeding and dying for Enemies and 
Rebels that hath purchas d all the promis d 
Bleſſings of our Religion; And tis the ſame 
Love ariſing from the Grave, and reigning in 
Glory, that diſtributes theſe Bleſſings to Men: 

And in all the melting Language of Compaſſi- 
on and Tenderneſs invites us to receive them: 
"Twas this Love dwelling perſonally amongſt. 
Men calls himſelf our Brother, and charges us 
to love all the Profeſſors of the ſame Faith as 

Brethrep : He requires that we ſhould be rea- 

dy to lay down our Lives for one another, as 

he did for us all: And orders it to be the di- 
ſtinguiſhing Character of all his Followers, 
Hereby ſhall all Men know, that ye are my Diſci- 
ples, rf ye love one another. * God himſelf is in- 

finite and unſcen Love, Chriſt is Love incar- 
nate and viſible: And a Chriſtian is an Effi- 
gies of that Love graven to the Life by the 
Finger of the Divine Spirit. Now, for the 
Profeſſors of ſuch a Doctrine to quarrel about 
» Trifles, and grow malicious upon every Punc- 
tilio of differentSentiments, how groſly do the 


r 


on Religion of its due Honour amongſt Men, 
and bring infinite Shame and Diſcredit upon «7 
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Chriſtianity in the Face of Infidel Nations. 


Tis ſor the Sake of this Madneſs which is found 
amongſt the pretended Followers of our bleſſed 


doms of this World to the Faith of Chriſt ren- 
der'd almoſt rationally impoſſibleQ. 
_ Thirdly, This uncharitable Temper rages 


even to Wars and Blood; hath laid the 


Churches of Chriſt deſolate, and difpeopled 


many Countries in Chriſtendom. It doth not 
ſpend it ſelf in ſecret like a ſullen Humour, or a 
Vapour of Melancholy, but breaks ont into 


publick Violence and Diforder, and all that's +» 
near it feels the Indignation. It fits brooding. 
over the Eggs of a Cockatrice, and daily ſends Mo 


forth a fiery flying Serpent, Inſirumeats of ( ru- 
elty are in its Habitation, and all its Children 


are Sons of Blood and Rapine. O my Soul,” 


3 


come thon not into their Council; Onto their A(- _ 
ſembly mine Honour be not thou united; for in 
their Anger they have ſlain Millions of Men, and 
in their Self-will they have diged up the Foun- 
dations of a Thouſand Churches. Curſed le 
their Anger for it is fierce, and their Wrath for 
it is cruel, Theſe Men of Diviſion at the +: 
_ ft Judgment Day, may juſtly ex pect to be di- 
vided from Jacob, and to be ſcatter'd far away * T2 
from the Iſrazl of God. For God will reader + © 
to ever one according to their Works,” And 
ſurely theſe bloody Ferſecutions are ſuch F 
* " F2 © - + , Wes, a 
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Lord, his Name js blaſphemed "amongſt the - 
Heathens ; and the Converſion of the King- 
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Works as demand like Revenges from a God 
ol Juſtice; if ſuch as practice them dye with- 
out Repentance. If you ask me the Method 
whereby this Uncharitable Temper has advau- 
ce to ſuch a Degree of Rage and Barbari ty, | 
tis very obvious and eaſy to be explain d. 
Ar firſt theſe Men aſſume to themſelves the 
Name of the Church, and lodge in themſelves 
a Sort of Intallibility, or at leaſt pretend to 
a Diyine Authority to determine finally all 
doubt ful Caſes of Religion, and to rule over 
the Conſciences of Men. They ſet up the 
bl. wretched Trade of Creed-making, and de- 
| mand the Belief of Mankind: Then they give 
out Decrees, ſuch as Chriſt and his Apoſtles . 
. never gave, and pronounce Damnation againſt 
al chat doubt or disbelieve them; Tho their 
. Fables are not cunningly deviſed, becauſe theß 
are made too big for Belief, Some of them 

- contradiq the moſt ſubſtantial Principles of 
Sehſe, Reaſon and Chriſtianity. As, Whoſo- 
ever ſhall | affirm that there are more cr leſs 1 Ban 7 ; 
Seven. Sacraments, let bim be anathematiz'd, N 
 excommunicaied, ar aceurſed : Whoſaever ſpall 
affirm that the Subſtance of Bread and Wine re- 
mains in the Hnchariſt, together with the Body 
and Blood of Chriſt, or ſhall deny the wonderful i 
C̃kbange of th: whole Subſtance of Bread into Body, © 
Aliud Wine into Blood, which theCatholick Chupch 
. call. Tran ſubſt antiation. let him be excommuni- 


_ cated : Whoſocuer ſhall ſay, that extreme Uni;- 
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an doth not confer Grace, nor remit Sin, wor eaſe 7 
the free let bim be excommunicated. Thus oſten- 
times the ſame Anathema and eternal Death is 
denounced againſt ſuch as diſobey their De- 
crees about Matters of trifling Importance; 
Matters which they themſelves can never pre- 
tend to be in their own Nature neceſſary to 
Salvation. He that ſhall ſay a common Miniſter 
can confirm as well as a Biſhop, let him be e- 
communicated: He that ſhall ſay, the Ceremonies, 
the Veſkments, &c. in the Celebration of the Maſs, 
are Incentives to Sin, rather than Duties of Pi. 
ty, let him be excommunicated : Fe that ſhall * © 
ſay, a Prieſt may become a Lay-man again, let hie 
be excommunicated And whoſoever ſhall ſay that | * 
the Hierarchy of Biſhops, Presbyters, and Mini. 
ers or Deacons 1s not of Divine. Ordination. 
let him be excommunicated, When this Chureh 
has thus excommunicated and curſed Chriſti- 
ans better than her ſelf, and caſt them out of 
her Arms; She gives them up to the ſe- 
cular Power with an Awful and Deceitful 
I Charge, that the obſtinate Heretick ſhall not be 
hurt in Life or Limb; but with à full Defign 
E that they ſhould be tortur'd, and deſtroy d. 
Having ſolemnly delivered them to the Devil! 
Jin their Spiritual Courts, the Temporal Exe. 
Ecutioner ſends them out of the World; not 
chat thè ir Souls may be ſaved in the Day ofthe? 
Lord, but that they may be plung d immedi n. 
Fatcly into utter Darkneſs, where aan 1 
| | | 5 1 8 be 'S - . 
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omma 77 chriſt t to the Naben | 
Charch by Paul the great Apoſtle, * That ſuch 


Shad wiat- bt the Face ſhould be received to | 


their Fellowſhip, and not troubled with doube: 


ju Diſp weations, ſuch as the Obſervance of 


eats — Days, and Things of like Moment: 


But the Romans have now fo far rebell'd | 


againſt this Rule, as to admit Perſons into their 


"Communion upon no other Terms than a blind 


Submiſſion to all the doubtful Diſputables 
which that Church impoſes. They had an 
Order from St. Paul, + to receive all ſuch 4 
Chriſt bad receiv d ʒ and conſequently to reject 
no others but hole: whom Chriſt re jects; 
but they forgot this charitable Canon of our. 
Lord,. Chile they recieve Thouſands to their 


Communion which have no viſible Marks of 


the Image of Criſs, and reject Thouſands, and 
curſe them to Hell, whom the Lord Chriſt will 
acknowledge for his, and pronounce them 
bleſſed of his Father at the Laſt Day. When 
they firſt begin to aſſume this Sovereignty over 
Faith and Conſcience, they uſe a She of 


8 and pretend to inſtruct and en- 
us 


n the weak and the ignorant. They ad- 
moniſh them to heapken to the Church; but if 


the ignorant are ſtill weak in Belief, and cannot 


be convinced of the Law fulneſs of Human Ce-. 
remonies; then * od the Sheriff and the 
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Jay lor to carry on the Diſpute, A ride nd. 

the Gibbet are the next Arguments ; and when 

Reaſon and Scripture will not afliſt them, they 
employ. Fire and Sword to contend earn A 
for the Fables that were never delivered * 
the Saints, _ cs Wi ed 
To draw up, an Acouth of the hortible Ex⸗ 
fe&s of Uncharitableneſs would be to tran- 
ſcribe the Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory of many Ages 
Whole Churches and Quarters of the World. 
the Eaſtern and Weſtern have dammd one 
1 Y another plentifully upon the Account of impoſ- 
Jed Days, and Trifles which the Goſpel leaves 
indifferent, or rather forbids; How many of 
che Canons of Antient Councils have been in- 
fluenc'd in their Formation by this aſſuming 
Spirit, and as terribly enforcd-in their Execu- 
ot tion. to the Reproach and Devaſtation of Chi- 
ſtendam e But it moves my Grief and Wonder 
ill chat a Modern Church that pretends not to In- 
m I fallibility ſhould aſſume a ſtrange. Dominion 
en ¶ over our "Faith and Practice. It afſerts its own 

Power to decree Rites ard Ceremonies, ' and Au- 
ot thority in Controverſ es of i aith; when in the 
very Ppreceeding Words , confeſſes, that h 

ad-Y Churches o 755 Jeruſalem, Alexandria, aud Antioch 

'Y have 75 ſo alſo the Ch 

not no oni in their Lia 'g 


nes, 01 alſo in Matters of Faith. It demands 


Ionica denour nce her Excommut icarions in 


Rome 54 errrd. 
anner of Ceremo- 22 


my 'Admiration, that ſach a Church ſhould ca- 2 
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in ſ 


menſions, and has a terrible Stretch with itz 


The long Scourge would in Time reach all thoſe 
who differ from the Hand that manages that 
Weapon of Chaſtiſement: None muſt be antho- 
rized to preach hut by the Solemnity of impo- 
fing Hands: Becauſe ſome ſubjected themſelves 
to the Determination of a Synod, they would 
make it the Duty of their Neighbours to wear 
the ſame Yoke; and thought others wete bound 
to become Slaves to the ſame Dictates. But 
cancell'd: For as the Magiſtrate did not put in 


forbear this Charge, and almoſt wi 


Practiſe the Uncharit; 
Reverend and. Honol 
: * 4 
taught to acknowled 
turned againſt them, and þ 


e Pamphlets ; ſo thoſe 


The Fathers have been dearly inſtrocted in the 


+ 


pundance againſt thoſe that diſſent from her 
diſputable Things,while they retain all 
her, profeſſed Doctrines of the Chriſtian Faith, 
And'tisa Pain and a Shame to our Eyes to look 
backward upon other Times, and to behold 
Pamphlets written againſt Toleration by ſuch 
as are Miniſters of the Goſpel of Peace, that 
perfect Law of Liberty. 'Twas their Opi- 
nionthen, (and they told the World ſo in Print) 
that Sectaries ought to be ſilenced by the Civil 
Power: Now Sectary is a Name of broad Di- 


able Writers have been 
ge the Miſtake of their 
verbal Rods have been 
became real Scorpi- 
ons with Stirigs and Scourges a Thouſaud fold. 
Value of Toleration and Liberty by moſt om | | 
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s. The Children have let 4 
to preach this Part 167 the Goſpel well, and I'm. 
perſwaded they Il never forget it again. If we 
turn over more. ancient Annals, the Merian 
Days give us horrible Examples of fiery Zeal, 


in the Clergy, and the Glorious'Reign of the 
| 3 Virgio-Princeſs . is hardly to be 


purged from the Stain of Blood. Bleſſed be 
who has put into the Heart of our Civil 
Governours to þ refitain the Fary of all Admi- 


niſtrators. The long and dreadful Train of 


Capias' s and Goalers, Priſons and Plunderings, 


Ruin and Baniſhment, Silencings aud violent 


Sappreſſions are no lon ger the Attendants of 


the 3 of any Church among us,. And 
hope no Church mourns the Loſs of them, 
ch there are ſome Anathemas that abide ſtill 
15 RESTO to thoſe that are weak in Faith, and 


very honourable Monuments of that 
Chucks Charity. In theſe late ears the Scene 
of Great Britain was a little Shadow of Spain 
and France, where Dragoons and the 1 
ſition manage Eccleſiaſtical . Diſcipline, We 


were brought to the wary. Gates of Aceldama. 


e- Agents of Rome were. ready with their 
Iofffaments. of Death. 

Spirit that awaken'd the ters 
to behold the Common Banger, and rais'd in 
them generous Reſolutions and Promiſes to 
was? Charity and Temper towards their 
Brethren. Glory. to that Cod whoſe kind 


| | Providence fent us a Deliverer, and forbid 


o - 


Adored be the Divine 
of the Church 


* 


=. 


$225 


e 
England to WS. a Field of Blood. and 1 

5 tyrdom: And new Songs of Praiſe areſtill due 
unto Divine Mercy for eſtabliſhing the Perſon 


and 


dues the Hearts of all her People to her ſelf, 
Her Charity joyns their Affections to one ano- 


ther; Her Parental Care and Love reconciles | 
Chriſtjan Parties, and her Wiſdom unites Chri- 4 


{tian Nations. 
The Laſt Miſchief I ſhall mention, and which, 


ſhould fright us terribly from the Peril of it, 
is, That an uncharitable Noe wounds thevery 


Vitals of that Religion b 4 which he hopes for 
Eternal Life: And hilt is Fury rages 2 

his Brother for accidental Differences, he 
the very Foundations of his own Chriſtianity, 


and endangers © wo day his own Salvation - 
in Opinion is made vain 


his boaſted Orth 
while his practical Ungod) neſſes are ſo real; 


and his Faith appears to be little better than | 
that of Devils, when he mingles ſo much of 


their Malice with it, In vain does he glory in 


the Brightneſs of his Notions; in vain om 
he preſume Darkneſags paſt, and the true Light | 


row ſhineth : For he that ſayeth be is in the Light 
and bateth his Brother, 25 


art of our Queen in the Throne and 
the Principles of 44 glorious an Example and 
Predeceſfor. Her gentle Government ſub- 


ainſt 
kes 


abides in Datel, . 
even till now. Such a Wiſdom com of 
| Wotion and Wrath can n never lead a ari ht 7. i 


/ 


Mercy an 


: 
 praceable, 


int, and were deſtitute of Chari 75 my pretenſi- 
e utto Religion are the meer Sound of noiſy Braſs 
6 tinlling Cymbal, + "Tis ſuch a Charity 
tat ſaffereth long, that is not eaſily provoked, © 
5641 beareth all things, and believeth all things, 
that taketh all Things in the beſt . Senſe, 
and thinketh no evil. Tis ſuch a Charity as 
this that is a ſubſtantial Part of our Reli- 
gion. Charity in the Heart is abſolutely re- 
* to make up inward Chriſtianity ; and 
the Appearance of it in the Life is a moſt ne- 
ceffary Part of Godlineſs,” Tis true indeed 
that all Graces and Virtyes are very imperfect 
in this preſent State, and there is much of Un- 
charitableneſs remaining in many a good Man: 
)))) es eg 161. SO 
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But that Man can never be good that has no 

Charity. Zelotus has ſpent his Life in declaim- 
Ing againſt ſome little Modes and Geſtures 
uſed in Worſhip by his Fellow Chriſtians, or in 


impolipg ſome uninſtituted Ceremonies on the 


Conſciences of his Brethren. He hath ſtir d 
up the Magiſtrate to perſecute ſome of them 
to Priſons, and almoſt to Death. He flitter'd 


his Conſcience with Hopes that his Zeal for 


the Church ſhould not only render him accep- = 


ted at the laſt Day, but provide him a large 


Reward: He lies now languiſbing upon a Bed 
of Sickneſs, on the very Borders of Eternity, 
and is terribly awaken d to behold his own ' 
© Miſtake; while he ſtands within Sight of 
the Tribunal of . Chriſt and the Face of the 


Judge, his former Practice appears to his Con- 


ſcience in its true and frighttu] Shape; the Fire il 
that hath animated him againſt his Brethren 


now flaſbes in his Soul, and diſcovers its in- 
fernal- Source ; now he dreads to he made an 


Thus dreadfolly hath this Vice of Unchari- 


 tableneſs prevail d againſt the Honour of Chri- 
os ee FT ee, 
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e ſame Vengeance among De- 
vils, with which he hath purſued his Fellow, 
Mortals; he. groans out his laſt Breath in 
bitter Agonies; crys to the God of Love for 
Mercy upon his departing Spirit; and expires. 
almoſt without Hope, He is gone. But we, 
jeave his Soul to the Compaſſions of a God who 
can better pardon his mighty Errors, than he 

. would forgive others in their little Miſtakes. 


43 . 
ianity; Pe: ace * of Mankind, Thusfa "Oh 
har ey — it taken away one of the 
brighteſt Marks of the beſt Religion, and that 
is 8 It hath defaced the Beauty of our 
Holy Profeſſion, ſcandalized the ſacred Name 
, that we bear, made a Slaughter-houſe of the 
Church of Chriſt, and deceiv'd the Souls of 
Men to their own Eternal Ruin. 
Juſt as I had finiſh'd this Eſſay, Phar fan- 
_ hapined to come into my Chamber, and ta- 
king up the firſt Leaf, read the Title, and was 


perſwaded this Diſcourſe maſt be written a- 


Los himſelf. | ** No (faid I) there is not any 
74 Man alive perſonally intended in theſe Pa- 
rs, but if you pleaſe to peruſe them and 

hall apply the Characters to your Self, hope 

« you will confeſs Divine Providence has led 


5 « you into a Conviction of your falſe Zeal. PB A 


riſaino ſat him down immediately, and with 
a running Eye paſs d thro every page. And 
tho the Tien ent Wrinkle of his Brow diſ- 
cover'd his inward Chagrin and Di Piſa, yet” 
he paid me many a Ceremony; bebold' 
(aid he) how Language and {Fu will dreſs 
4 up Zeal like a Monſter to fright Men out of 


* 


id 4 cheir Fervour of Spirit: I have heard added 5 15 


he that yon wes Skill in Painting, pray + 


be 2 me the Figure of this Uncharitablenefs 


« in jaſt and proper Colours ; this Monſter” 


„ which you complain has ſo narrow'd and 
1 diſgrac', and murder d Chriſtianity. I will 
attempt it, Phariſaino, if you will furniſh me 


88 „ win 


: 


p 2 2 
* 
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©” ' with a sheet of ah Paper, and that of the 
Ts faireſt Kind. Firſt 1 will pare it round, and 
_ reduce it to a very ſmall Compaſs ; then with 
much Ink will I ſtain the Whiteneſs of it, and 
deform'it with many a Blot; at the next ſit- 
"gl will ſtab it thro rudely with an Iron Pen zal, 
and when I put the laſt Hand to compleat the 
Likeneſs, it ſhall be ſmear d over with Blood. 
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777 Scandal and Cruelty of an uncharitable Tem- 
per have nos been deſcribed in Characters ſuffici- 
ently frightful, it muſt be imputed to a Want of Skill 
in the Hand that attempted it, for there is no Want of 
_ tormidable Features in the Vice ic ſelf. - Perhaps alit- 
tle and unknowa Pen hath not Force enough to wage 
facceſsful War againſt this mighty Iniquity, and the | 
Printer in Two or Three vacant Pages permits me to 
call in the Aid of ſome great and well known Names: 
pay pot yu 7 3 wg their Lives, _—_ | 
g dead yet ſpeak, and plead heartily that it may be 
deltroyed, They cſpous'd the Cauſe of Charity with 
a Warm Zeal, being perſwaded that it made a conſider- 
able Part of our Religion, and that the contrary Hu- 
mour was deſtructive to all that is called Chriſtian. 
Since this Infection i not coufin d to one Party of 
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len, but hath ſpread it ſelf wide through all Chriſtian af 
5 Societies among us, I have taken the Liberty in the 
foregoing Leaves to ſtrike at ii whereſoever I found it; 
and thoſe ho hide this Venom in their Heart ſtill, to 


- 


of theirdead Fathers: Let them bluſh at their own Fol- 
4 ly, and no longer refuſe to be healed. 
ech - Biop TWlſen in his Works in Folio, Poge 


_ whatſoever Tribe they belong, let them hear the Words 


5 
5 
* 
r 1 


"Za 
' ** 


— 


e 
e 


11 be cquannt 11 * ti FO rere 45258 
= 81 Opinions, or by, ſame external Rites and 
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* Religion, but our Saviour 2 that which 7 1 
F moſh uſe ful and beneficial, the wolf Human and the 20 8 
Divine Quality of which we are capable, and that is L m. 
4 71 P. 126. He declares that Uncharinableneſs EE: 
d 2 bad an Evidence either of 'a true Chrifties © © 
„„ true Church, as a Man would wiſh. Danning of + 
4 , Men is 4 v ery bard T hing, and therefore when ever we 
' doit, the Coll emu t be r plain, And P. 384. 
Wie -ſhouls — be contented to err alittle on the favour © 
able and charitable Part, than to be mi miſtaken on the cen- 
forious and damning Side, Our bleſſed: Saviour frame: 
his Parables with a remarkable Byaſs to the charitable 
Side, to reprove the Uncharitableneſs oro of the Jews, ww 
poſitively excluded all the reſt of Mankind beſides themſelves, « 
em all Hepes of Salvation. An odious Temper, which to + 
the infinite Scandal of the Chriſtian Name 5 Profeſſion 
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1 ( prevail'd upon ſome Chriſtians to a notorious Degrets 

5 Dr. Owen in his Diſcourſe of the Perſon of Chriſt, 
. 222. faith, One Chriftian u ho js meek, humble lind a- 

g tient and uſe ful. unto all, that condeſcends to the. Ignorance, 
„ Wakes, and Infirmi tys of others, that paſſes by Prouota- 

\ | tions, . Cyntempt with Patience and with Si. 

4 lence, un o (ge . the Glory and Truth of God tall for 
# 4 juſt Vindication) that 2 all Sorts of Men in ar”... — 


Failings and Miſca11iages, who is ſres from Jealouſits and. 
evil Surmiſes, that loveth what is good in ali Men, and 
all Men even wherein they are not good, nor do gend, doth 
more expreſs the Virtues and — elencies of brig Rh 
Thoyfands can do with the met 'magn-ficert M of | 
Piety or Charity (i. e. Libèrality) n hie this frame . 
wanting In them. For Alen to pretend to follow the Fan. 1 p 2 7 ; 
bs of Chri#t, and in the mean Time to be proud, nr, 1,0 e 
envious, bitterly zealous, calling fer Fire from Heave, 
"a Me, or ſerching. it them e i no. 
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Hail nnto him, and to 1 e him afreſh unto tui Poe 

Mr. Baxter 49 his Chriſtian Directory, Part * 40. 
writes thus. Surely if the very Li ” 
wuch iu Unity and Love 2 never have had ſuch | 
Mord. ſpoken of it at you find in 
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tiſm doth not ry Ways diſoblige or alienate our Affictions vr Converſation. 1 
© from any orbers that jear the Lord ; but that we may and co (as we hdve'4 
 Opporimnity)particip ite of the Labours of thoſe whom God hath indutd with 75 


1677. ſay, The 725 of our own Conſtiences in poiat of Bap- 71 
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